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Abstract 
In a crisis period there are bound to happen both the availability of a large number of teachers and the retirement age increase 
both for women and men. Among the unemployed people there will be a highly- skilled compact group, more or less young, but 
still able to supervise activities under their preparation. What happens to these people? It is obvious that their involvement in 
public education entails removing others who will take their place in the group mentioned above.
On the other hand, the number of children with behavioral problems is increasing: children with ADHD, autism, anxiety or 
exaggerated apathy. Just for them we are trying behavioral therapy.
Some people with pedagogical training may benefit of a training program and then they could work with groups of children with 
such problems.
This work aims at presenting the possible options for alternative education during the economical and financial crisis in our 
country. 
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
In the beginning, I would like to emphasize that a crisis brings about the layoff of a large number of teachers 
while the retirement age will increase for both women and men.  
Under the Emergency Ordinance no. 114/2009, the highest number of jobs funded for public education in 2010 
was about 321,677 jobs, January 1- August 31, 2010 (of which 14,518 jobs financed by the budget of the county 
council seats and 307,159 funded by the budgets of local councils) and around 306,677 jobs since September 1 until 
December 31, 2010 (14 133 places financed by the budget of the county council and 292,544 jobs financed by local 
councils). 
Among the unemployed people there will be a highly-skilled compact group, more or less young people still able 
to supervise activities under preparation. What will happen to these people?  
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Obviously their involvement in public education will require the dislocation of others that will take their place in 
the group mentioned above.  
In the struggle for survival, a significant number of people will contribute to increase tax evasion through 
additional training hours, untaxed and unreported ones. 
 I would like to emphasize that we have double victims: innocent tax-dodgers on the verge of poverty.  
The people still able to work, many of them being quite gifted , chose to retire for fear they should face very hard 
years they are not ready for. What a huge loss for the young generation!  
We must find a way to avoid wasting not only specialized knowledge of these laid off teachers, but especially 
their hardly acquired teaching experience. 
How could the experience and dedication of these laid off teachers be used? 
My point of view starts from a few observations. 
2. Alternative education for persons with disabilities 
The number of children with behavioral problems is increasing: children with ADHD, dyslexia, autism, anxiety 
or exaggerated apathy.  
The “Save the Children” organization reported to the Ministry of Education that more and more abuse cases 
against the children diagnosed with ADHD are registered in kindergartens and schools 
(http://www.salvaticopiii.ro/romania/comunicate_presa/Comunicate_de_presa.html/Comunicat_copii_ADHD_mar_
2010_fin.pdf). Some of the cases brought by “Save the Children” shows that a worryingly large number of 
kindergartens and elementary schools are making pressures on families where the child has such a diagnosis, in 
order to expel him from classes, and move them to another unit. For them we must try behavioral therapy. 
Different approaches are required regarding the needs of disabled youth groups in the education for school drop-
out prevention. Education should not be a privilege, there are biological differences between children and the school 
must be fair and offer adequate service especially for those at risk of early school leaving. The educational system 
must provide professional knowledge and key competences, skills and abilities facilitating the integration on labor 
markets and in social life. 
Some people with pedagogical training could benefit of training programs in order to work with groups of 
children with such problems. The fact that for years they have encountered different situations and they have 
operated in a group of students amounting between 20 and 30 students, will certainly help them to find an optimal 
way to interact with disabled children behavior, get their confidence and encourage them to primarily express their 
feelings and the creativity to reveal just the sorrows of their souls.  
Expressing creativity through music, painting, theatre, arts is often encountered. We know that the number of 
music, drawing and dramatic art classes was continually reduced. The dismissed teachers could mingle working 
groups for children with behavioral disabilities. A math teacher could make pupils reflect over things by means of 
logic problems, of the old funny math and could reveal the connection between mathematics and arts, sports, film, 
exposing them new areas of interest. The IT trained teachers can enable access to new technologies for disabled 
people.  
To enable equal access to education delivered electronically, persons with disabilities should be able to take 
advantage of electronic format just like the people without disabilities. New technologies offer a perspective to 
create educational content and its transmission and access (Isaila & Smeureanu, 2010). 
At a county level there could be centralized the data about qualified teaching staff laid off and also the number of 
children with behavioral disabilities. The analysis  of the way in which behavioral therapies work will allow the 
identification of those areas where the teaching experience in a specific specialization may be useful. From the 
teachers’ perspective, specific training will be necessary once we found the target group in which they will perform 
their activity. 
Even for children with different disabilities we should identify their particular needs. In this respect there are 
many concerns and I want to give you an example of a project on "Yes, we are able ... to calculate! - Mathematics 
for people with Down syndrome. " . The first objective of this project is the study of the measures that requires the 
mathematics learning for people with Down syndrome, based on the experience of persons in direct contact with 
people with Down syndrome, families and professionals (www.downsyndrom-yeswecan.eu/html/project_RO.html.). 
2286  Grat¸iela Ghic et al. / Procedia Social and Behavioral Sciences 15 (2011) 2284–2287
At worldwide level, 1 of 10 people has reading and writing difficulties in 
the learning process and between 3-5% of them are suffering of dyslexia. It's one of the most common disabilities of 
children worldwide, but in Romania there is only one school where dyslexic children can learn how to get used to 
their life deficiency. At national level there is no statistical study performed, the only study being achieved in Targu 
Mures (a town with less than 200,000 inhabitants, where almost 120 children identified with more or fewer dyslexia 
symptoms). In the country it might be rated that currently at least 12,000 children are dyslexic and many of them are 
misdiagnosed and traumatized by their unfair treatment at school and home.  
If countries like England or Italy have a school based on communication and not on memory, the Romanian 
educational system disadvantages the dyslexic children. Writing, reading, storing and assessing students throughout 
the writing, make a dyslexic child waste his possible talents and make them feel as slaves of the dyslexic barriers.  
Currently, the only specialized school in Romania which applies unconventional methods, adopted from 
strategies of the foreign specialists, is Nicolae Balcescu Gymnasium in Targu Mures. It’s obvious that specialized 
teachers for registered dyslexic children should hold a special needs qualification. 
3. Non- formal education 
But  this  would  not  be  the  only  way to  use  the  laid  off  teachers’  experience  and dedication.  We seek solutions  
only through strict legislation but we must accept the fact that flexibility can sometimes bring inspiration, ideas and 
results. And I’m hinting at raising the quality standards of formal and non-formal education by complementing them 
in order for their students to exploit their training potential and to be proactive as European citizens.  
Non-formal education provides a necessary set of social experiences, useful for every child, young or adult, 
complementing other forms of education by making use of students' free time, from the educational perspective; in 
terms of developing skills for life (in addition to information and skills specific to certain areas of activity in which 
the non-formal projects or activities are placed, the students develop skills and organizational abilities of self 
management, time management, critical thinking, making decisions or solving problems), by creating a framework 
for practice and cultivation of different inclinations, skills and abilities and for expressing  their talents in arts, 
culture, music, sports, painting, IT. 
The rigid structure of formal schools, more based on laws and regulations than on the real needs of students, 
offers a curriculum that falls apart from individuals and from society, far more concerned with performing 
programmes than with reaching useful objectives. Non formal education, starting from the students’ basic needs, is 
concerned with establishment of strategies that are compatible with reality (C.Z. Dib, 1998). 
Opening non-formal education campuses by identifying additional needs of children in the county /district 
/region would attract a significant number of teachers. I found quite interesting the setting of interdisciplinary 
laboratories, including the organization of working tables on certain subjects considered unattractive in the 
curriculum (topics like mathematics and its role in completing the child's personality, mathematic poetry, painting 
with IT technology and heart-felt mathematics would all facilitate acceptance of this discipline. I insisted on 
mathematics in terms of my professional training). 
4. Conclusions 
Therefore, by developing of a complementary system of education we can avoid the waste of human potential in 
the field. We cannot afford to squander only professional knowledge of teachers but rather their experience in class.  
In a competitive society based on knowledge, the teaching skills are a prerequisite for the development of 
students’ capacities and basic skills like: communication, initiative, autonomy, creativity, responsible use of new 
technologies, entrepreneurship, cooperation, language use, civic skills.  
Identifying the teachers’ useful endeavors for student's personality development, with more or less learning 
difficulties represents the first step in finding the balance of the labor market in the educational field. 
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